AP Language and Composition 
Researched Argument Project

Stage 1: Sources and Annotated Bibliography folders
Fifty points
Guidelines: The annotated bibliography should include at least ten sources in MLA fomat with at least two of those sources as primary sources documents. The primary sources documents may be placed in a separate section or noted with an asterisk * at the beginning of the entry.  The bibliography should follow MLA standards for citation and arrangement.  Use the commentary and example below, taken from The Purdue Writing Lab 1, to assist you in your task. For each source, you must do all three of the underlined tasks. Your sources and the bibliography should be submitted in a two pocket folder on _______________.
Below you will find sample annotations from annotated bibliographies, each with a different research project. Remember that the annotations you include in your own bibliography should reflect your research project and/or the guidelines of your assignment.

As mentioned elsewhere in this resource, depending on the purpose of your bibliography, some annotations may summarize, some may assess or evaluate a source, and some may reflect on the source’s possible uses for the project at hand. Some annotations may address all three of these steps. Consider the purpose of your annotated bibliography and/or your instructor’s directions when deciding how much information to include in your annotations.

Please keep in mind that all your text, including the write-up beneath the citation, must be indented so that the author's last name is the only text that is flush left.

Sample MLA Annotation

Lamott, Anne. Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life. New York: Anchor Books, 1995. Print.

Lamott's book offers honest advice on the nature of a writing life, complete with its insecurities and failures. Taking a humorous approach to the realities of being a writer, the chapters in Lamott's book are wry and anecdotal and offer advice on everything from plot development to jealousy, from perfectionism to struggling with one's own internal critic. In the process, Lamott includes writing exercises designed to be both productive and fun.

Lamott offers sane advice for those struggling with the anxieties of writing, but her main project seems to be offering the reader a reality check regarding writing, publishing, and struggling with one's own imperfect humanity in the process. Rather than a practical handbook to producing and/or publishing, this text is indispensable because of its honest perspective, its down-to-earth humor, and its encouraging approach.

Chapters in this text could easily be included in the curriculum for a writing class. Several of the chapters in Part 1 address the writing process and would serve to generate discussion on students' own drafting and revising processes. Some of the writing exercises would also be appropriate for generating classroom writing exercises. Students should find Lamott's style both engaging and enjoyable.

In the sample annotation above, the writer includes three paragraphs: a summary, an evaluation of the text, and a reflection on its applicability to his/her own research, respectively.

 Please note the formatting for the complete entry including how each section is denoted.
The folders will be assessed on the overall completeness of the folder, the degree of organization and correctness in both the arrangement of the entries and the sources themselves, and the insights and degree of understanding the commentaries present for each of the sources. You need to demonstrate that you’ve read each source, that you have a clear sense of its overall value, and you have a fairly good idea already how it might be used in your argument.

